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force they are able to command irrespective of popular
will.

HINDUS AND MUSLIMS

No statement about India would be complete
without a reference to the Hindu and Muslim problem.

Briefly,we found that in the villages the commu-
nal feeling was non-existent. Even in places where one
of the communities was in a small minority it exhibited
no fear oT the majority. The phrases and fears with
which Hindu, Muslim and Sikh leaders made us fami-
liar in the towns seemed strangely unrelated to the life
and consciousness of villages of India.

The village as we said before thinks as one, and.
its voice and consciousness cover Hindu and Mussalman,
In the towns we found that there were differences,
which in some cases were acute. It is not, however,
true to speak of a homogeneous Hindu opposition to the
homogeneous Muslim claim, or vice versa, as there are
shades of differences in the groups in the communities
themselves. The younger section of tha Muslims are
supporters of the Congress and, even among the so-called
communal section the feeling of nationalism is very
strong the differences with the Congress and the
nationalist Hindus being on points of detail. It is not
true to say that the majority, of the Muslims in India
are supporters of British Raj, or that they are opposed
to self-Government.